Bankhead Primary : Reading for Understanding

Prompt Sheet for Parents

 In order to become skilled readers’ children must be able to read for meaning.  You can help your child become more skilled by helping him/her practise the following strategies:
Predicting:

1.
After reading part of a story ask your child to predict what may happen next or make a prediction yourself and ask your child what he/she thinks of your prediction..  

2.
Ask him/her if there were any clues in the story which helped him/her to make the prediction.
3. 
Read on to find out if prediction is accurate.  
Visualising:

1. After reading with your child ask your child what they imagined as they read.
2. Ask which of their 5 senses did they use when visulaising? 
3. Ask your child to share any a word or phrase which helped to create a picture of the text.
4. Each of you could draw a picture of what you read. It is important to stress that even though your pictures might be different what is important is that you both engaged with the text and visualising will help your child to remember details and assist understanding.
Clarifying:

1.
Pick out words from the story which your child may not know the meaning of and see if he/she can make a good guess.

2.
Encourage your child to read the whole sentence which contains the word.  This can often help with the meaning. Sometimes clues are contained in the sentence before or after the word.

3.
Use a dictionary to check after your child has made a guess.  Point out that some words can have more than one meaning.  Help your child to choose the meaning which best fits the story.
4.
Give several meanings for a word (only one of which is correct) and ask your child to choose the correct one.

Questioning:

1. Take turns to ask each other questions about the story.  Give an occasional wrong answer and allow your child to correct you.

2. Use question starters which ask the children to remember what the story was about i.e. Who?, When?, Where? What? Why? How? The majority of these questions (who, when, where & what) are Literal Questions. This means the answers are right there in the text for your child to read. The answers are usually in chronological order and your child needs to learn to select important information from the text. 
3. Think about Inferential Questions: the children need learn how to read between the lines, find answers which are hidden in the text, search for clues to answer your question. The answers might be in more than one place.  Think what the author means and make inferences.

4.  Ask Evaluative Questions; help your child to understand that the answers won’t be told in words in the text. The children need to learn that the answers come from what they have read, their own knowledge and own experiences. They need to ask themselves would the author agree with their thoughts and opinions. 5.

5. Ask questions which encourage your child to express opinions or feelings. e.g. ‘Why do you think……?’ ‘How do you know….. ?’  ‘How would you feel if….. ?’

Summarising:

1. After reading with your child, summarise what you have read.  Children need to learn to determining impotance i.e. /main ideas of the story. Miss out a few important details and see if your child can improve on your summary.

2. Include some wrong information in your summary and ask your child to correct it.

3. Select key words for a summary and ask your child to use these words to produce the summary.
Initially this should be done orally. At a later date you may produce or ask for a written summary.
